JS radicals blamed for death of

om Fred Emery - - -
@shington, Dec 287 7 7
A handful of Americans,
3stly linked with other anti-
tablishment  radicals, Tare
-ing made the focus of official
atrage here over the murder
Athens last Tuesday of Mr
chard Welch, chief of Ameri-
n intelligcence operations in

Teece.

Mr Welch had been named

-ice, once last January, and

=ain in midsummer, as a Cen-:

21l Intelligence Agency official -
-but in Peru, not Greece—in
magazine called Counterspy,
1t out by a group calling itself

_fth Estate for Security Educa-’
on. His name was given no |
-orninence among. the 200-odd ;

-hers listed as CIA operatives '
> station chiefs in more than
1) capitals.

President Ford has now ex-
ressed his belief that publica-
on of Mr Welcl’s name—he !
id not mention Counterspp—
Sntributed to the murder. And
Je President has given special ;
wuchorization for Mr Welch’s -
ody to be buried in Arlington
ational cemetery, now reserved
~r those who have fallen in’
pmbat or served with special
ailitary distinction.
Tomorrow a newspaper attack
-ill be launched on Counterspy !
1 a column distributed through-
st the -country by Colonel
zobert Heinl, a retired Marine
Sficer who works principally

sr the Detroit News. A feature
s also planned in the Washing-
an  Post outlining how an
gtempt is being made to gene-
ate a pro-ClA backlash.

One of the leaders of the
utrage against the Counterspy
wen 3s Mr David Phillips, a
etired CIA man who last spring
srmed  the Association of
-etired Intelligence Officers to
to defend the agency.
Jithin two hours of the murder
gews reaching here, he was on
ae phone expostulating to the
#ashington Post.

Unattributably, he is said to
ave described Counterspy’s

—xr

sublication of the names as a |
Git list—or assassination list. |

‘Ir is the first time one!

29 December 1975

American fingered another to
“be rubbed out,” he s reported
to have claimed.

- A Counterspy spokesman, Mr
Tim Butz, ymmediately - denied
the allegation, and blamed the
CIA for the murder because it
had sent Mr Welch on his
mission. .

The magazine made headlines

last January when, in the wake
of the exposé book by Mr Philip
Agee (the CIA renegade now
resident in Britain) it came out
with the lists of names. Some
critics see it as Mr Agee’s
vehicle in this country. He has
never returned, not because he
fears charges of treason or any-
thing like that. e does, how-
ever, risk prosecuuion for
breaking his contract with CIA.

The Fifth Estate preceded
Mr Agee, though he was 2
natural soulmate. Operating out
of scruffy offices in central
Washington, it was formed a
couple of years ago by men
with intelligence backgrounds—
and some perennial as well as
fashionable radicals—who, 1
the post-Vienam and Water-
gate furore were determined 1o
expose the sAmerican intelli-
gence structure professedly in
the hope of reforming it.

A cocktail party given by Mr
Norman Mailer in his flat was
one way it raised its first funds.
0ddly, none of the four *“co-
ordinators” listed = on the

L

group’s letterhead is,‘to be'(

found in the telephone ‘book.

The prime coordinators are:
Mr Tim Butz, formerly in Air
Yorce intellicence and, Fifth
Estate’s. spokesman ;
Winslow Peck, sometime codes

‘breaker in the super secret
.Agency, -

" National Security
which monitors electronic com-
munications all over the world.
. Mr " Peck wrote one sensa-
tional article in Ramparts maga-

and - Mr”

1

zine recounting monitored tele-

phone conversations with -a
Soviet cosmonaut as his capsule
plonged him to his death.
According to Colonel Heinl,

Peck is an alias for Perry D. :

Elwak, his true name.

Also listed are a Mr Doug !

Porter, a California reporter,
and Ms Margaret-van Houten,
a feminist.
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“sition to the Vietnam war.

“An advisory board of direc-
tors is also listed. It contains
names familiar to_supporters ol
radical causes since the 0ppo-
The
Jist published .in_the last issue
Counterspp runs: - Philip
Agce, Sylvia Crane David Del-
anner, R. Katz,

AMark Lane (author of Rushto .

Judgement), Viétor Marchetti
(co-author of another TE6K 6%
posing the CIA), Fred Branf-
raan, Barton
TYA), W. Flercher

Osborn (formerly |

" Prouty. (a
 former Air Force intelhgence .

man with the CIA), Marcus
i Raskin, Anthony Russo  (co-
defendant in the” Pentagon

papers case), Kirkpatrick Sale,
and Stanley Schiembaum.

Dr Sale is @i author who is
writing a  history of
Seudents  for a
Society, a violent offshoot of
the anti-Vietnam war
movement. ) ’

Mr Agee was quoted in a

commentary accompanying the |

first flood of mnames Iast

the !
Democratic

January as saying: The most ;
effective and important syste-’

that can be undertaken right

" now are, I think, the identifica-

tion, exposure and neutraliza-
tion of its people working
abroad.” That last word is tak-
ing on special meaning in the
denunciations.. g ... 2 0T

One- point should be appre-
ciated. ~ Counterspy may have
named lots of names, but it is
hardly the first. Americans do
not closely guard the identities
of such men. It is usually com-
mon knowledge to those work-
ing in government and - in
foreign journalism,

But, that said, the editor who
puts a name on the front page
of his newspaper in an explo
sive situation has to answer for
attracting the attention of a
far wider audience—and pre-
sumably that could include
those murderously inclined.

Washington, Dec 28.—Senatov
Frank Church, chairman of the
Senate committee investigalinz

the CIA, last night denied that |
the committee was in_any way i

to blame for the murder.

* matic efforts to combat the CTA

Mr Mike Ackerman, a former

" CTA officer who left the unency
" lasy May, bad gomplaed that

inquiries by the committeg
should have bheen conductéd
without so many public disclo-
stirés of sensitive information.

Mr Ackerman said that what
happened to Mr Welch was “a
recurrent nightmare for me for
years.  Every CIA officer,
everywhere in the world, feels
this very, very inteusely”.

“1t’s unforgivable to send
officers overseas without
adequate
Ackerman said.

In an interview

man is misinformed, since the
committee has made no dis-
closures of information received
from any source that could
possibly jeopardize the life of
any CIA asent.”
Church™ added, he had not
known before the murder that
Mr Welch was & CIA agent.--
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protection *, Mr |

Senator |
Church retorted : “ The gentle- |

In fact, Mr |
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